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Supplement to SPIRITAN NEWS, No. 30

Opening prayer.

The translators.

Four weekly NEWSLETTERS were sent out during the Chapter for the
information of confreres. We shall not go back over them here, as copies
of them should still be available from the Provincial or District Superiors.
The July-August issue of Spiritan News was devoted mainly to the new
GENERAL COUNCIL, and in this Supplement we try to give a brief outline
of the CHAPTER DOCUMENTS.
The full text of the documents will be published shortly and should be
in the hands of each confrere by Christmas. In trying to give an outline
of them here, we realize that it is impossible to give an adequate summary
of the 35 typewritten pages in the small space available.
• The text, though voted as 'definitive', is subject to stylistic alterations by
an Editorial Committee and has not yet been numbered.
• We are aware that quotations taken out of context are subject to misinterpretation. It is only when their full context has been published that they
can be properly judged.
• We have tried to pick out some of the more characteristic passages but
are aware that others might make a different choice.

The 'equipment'.

The Information Service
Videorecording a ceremony in

APOSTOLIC LIFE *
1 - 'MISSION TODAY' tries to re-examine and deepen our religious-missionary
We try to renew our
experience in the light of Christ's Paschal Mystery.
"service of the Gospel" in the direction of greater openness to the universal
mission, to a more missionary commitment in the local Churches, to greater
solidarity with the poor, to a deepened witness to our religious-missionary life pointing out pathways ahead of us ...

the chapel.

A 45-minute video

cassette on the Chapter has
been produced by the Generalate's Information Service and
the French Province's Centre
for Missionary Information.

* The texts in bold type are direct quotations from the Chapter documents; those in italics are summaries by the
Information Service.

The solemn
opening Mass.

Present changes bring about many difficulties and
tensions . . . but there are also signs of hope and
new life in the Spiritan situation today ...
We suggest the following orientations . . . over
the next six years:
- A greater openness to the call to universal
mission . . . (with priority for first evange/ization and
transcultural situations));
- A continuing commitment to our missionary
involvement in the Local Church . . . (new Spiritan
Foundations, missionary spirit in the Local Churches,
ecumenical cooperation);
- A deepening commitment to the poor ... (Justice
and Peace, service of the poor, integral development);
- A deepening commitment to the witness of our
religious-missionary way of life . . . (new impetus to
Spiritan community living, equality of membership, new
forms of membership or association).
2 - 'JUSTICE AND PEACE' will have to be at the
heart of our mission in the years ahead. The "cry
of the poor" must find a stronger echo amongst
Spiritans and thus renew our fidelity to our common
vocation.
As the Church teaches, action for justice and for
liberation from every oppressive situation is a constitutive dimension of evangelization.
Each Spiritan is invited to ongoing conversion
towards vital involvement in favour of the poor and
oppressed, and away from an unduly comfortable and
easy way of life •..
This Chapter invites each Province and District
to assume responsibility for the animation of its
members and discernment of concrete projects in this
area of Justice and Peace . . . (It) gives a clear mandate
to the incoming Generalate Team to make animation
in this area a primary focus of its ministry and to
support and encourage confreres and communities
engaged in this form of evangelization ...

3 - 'LIFE IN COMMUNITY' ... will be one of the
privileged ways in our difficult journey into the future.
The ' consecrated lay state', necessary for our
apostolic life, challenges us strongly ...
It is evident to us that there exist in the Congregation different ways of looking at and living
community life. This does not surprise us, during
this period of transition we are experiencing ... and
we joyfully find, in each of these forms of community,
renewal and real progress already, even if it is still
tentative ...
It is through the Congregation and the community that our apostolic responsibility
in the Church is given to us ...
We affirm that community renewal is a priority for the Congregation during
the next six years, and we ask the Generalate Team, Major Superiors and local
Superiors to direct their animation to this purpose. We also ask the Generalate
Team to promote research into community life in the Congregation and on its
development in the Church and in the world ...
The Chapter asks the General Council, Provincial Councils, District Councils
and each Spiritan . . . that one of the priority objectives of animation over the next
six years be 'the nature of membership' (all members living as brothers)... (It) recognizes as one of the important values of its work of evangelization the call to
the religious-missionary vocation of a young person wishing to commit himself
outside the priesthood ...
All functions . . . which do not of their nature require priestly ordination ...
should be open to the consecrated lay member ...
· The General Council should concern itself with new forms o;' membership and
present the next Enlarged Council with an account of experiences in this field.
4 - 'NEW FOUNDATIONS' are presented as an issue of prime importance, because
of the new missionary era for the Southern Hemisphere and for the Congregation ...
We understand the Foundations in terms of mutual service (between them and
the Congregation) ...
While assigning responsibility . . . to different levels, the Foundations depend
on the Generalate ...
Availability and openness to the Common Project . . . are essential on the part
of the Foundations . ..
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The eight Commissions,
in order.

Posters in the corridor:
what the Commissions
expect of a Superior
General:

Discernment . ..
Prophetic vision ...
Courage .. .
Holiness .. .
Sense of humour . . .
Good health ...

FORMATION
. . . The Spiritan vocation must be presented as
missionary and religious, to be lived either as a priest
or as a consecrated layman ...
During all stages of formation, absolute priority
is to be given to contemplative, personal prayer and
to community prayer... Personal and community
prayer will have a missionary orientation ...
The General Bursar and Fr. Phili. .. Frans Timmermans
The Chapter stresses the importance of genuine pona, President of the Finance
. .. Pere Timmermans
community life, and of a common basic intellectual,
Commission .
. . . Timmermans Frans . . .
religious and missionary formation for all members
(future priests or consecrated laymen). While recalling
the growing importance of specialization, it says that
the choice of specialization should fit in with the
Common Project.
The General Council is responsible for establishing
general guidelines for formation, the details at the
Provincial and Foundation level depending on the
Provincial and his formation team. International meetings
should be held for those responsible for particular
stages of formation .
. . . At the level of each Province, In understanding Brothers J. P. Delsarte and
"I accept".
with the local Church, confreres should be invited Gregory Broussard.
to do a fairly long renewal course; after ten years
of active llfe ...
The Superior General and his Council will consider . . . the possibility of organizing a period of international
formation for all, . . . of providing an International centre or centres of formation, . . . and of an International renewal
course being organized.

GOVERNMENT
. . . Collaboration . . . between Provinces and Districts ought to be improved, by such means as mutual visits,
exchange of Information, meetings of principal superiors, and works engaged in in common, regard being had for
financial and administrative considerations ...
The General Council should encourage the Provincials of Europe to hold regular meetings together, similar
to those already held in North America and in the Districts ...

Fr. Van Sonsbeek announcing
election results for the General
Council, beginning with "Those
who received one vote".

Fr. Van Sonsbeek's farewell.

The privileged relationship of each Spiritan with his Province of origin implies
some rights but also some obligations. In a spirit of solidarity and co-responsibility
Splrltans will be willing, when needed, to return to their Province of origin for a
period of work In the animation of the necessary works of the home Province,
within the limits Imposed by CDD 236. This must, of course, be done in dialogue
with the local Church where the confrere concerned Is working ...
The Enlarged Council is composed of the General Council and a reasonably
equal number of Provincial Superiors and of Principal Superiors, taking into account
regional groupings to be determined by the General Council . . . (It) will normally
meet twice between two ordinary General Chapters, with a maximum of 30-35 members . ..
The Chapter insists that the following practices should be maintained:
- The spirit of dialogue that has been so beneficial to the Congregation
for the last six years shall continue.
- In all questions of personnel, the major superiors and the Individual
concerned shall take a full part in the dialogue.
- The practice of obedience as outlined in CDD and GA shall continue to
exert a primary influence ...
The Chapter desires to initiate a programme for developing sound scientific
research and planning for the Congregation. This programme . . . will be prepared
during the next two years ...
The General Chapter directs the Superior General and the General Council to
take all necessary means to ensure that a draft of the Constitutions will be ready
for consideration by the General Chapter of 1986 ...
N.B.

The Chapter modified the text of GA 98 and suppressed that of CDD 238.
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SOME HIGH POINTS AT THE CHAPTER
3 JULY: THE SUPERIOR GENERAL'S REPORT
The Superior General's 60-page Report to the Chapter contained a 40-page
panorama of Spiritan activity in the five continents, 10 pages on new directions in
this activity, and 10 pages on general questions such as personnel, diversification,
the Common Project, internationality, renewal, finances and
government.
The long applause that followed it showed the appreciation
of the delegates, and some have asked that it be published
for the whole Congregation.
In his introduction Fr. TIMMERMANS said:
"This report is faithful to our style of life and work during
the past six years: We have worked upon it and drawn it up
together. . . We have spent many hours, individually and collectively, on it; and we accept joint responsibility for it. Rather
than a theoretical study, we offer the fruit of what we have experienced and lived. It is a picture of the Congregation as it
has appeared to us during these six years; an analysis of
what we have experienced together, and of the policy we have
tried to put into practice; and finally our vision of what we would like to see in the future . .. "

13 JULY: SAVERNE -

INAUGURATION OF LIBERMANN MEMORIAL

About 100 participants from the Chapter, the municipal authorities of Saverne,
the local Spiritan community and the Libermann Committee inaugurated a monument
to Fr. Libermann at his birthplace on 13 July. The house in which he was born had
had to be demolished in 1968, along with the rest of the old Jewish quarter, and
the memorial column, in a small square, now marks the spot. Unfortunately rain
marred the open-air ceremony, after Mass in the parish church.
With Fr. Libermann's chalice.

Under the umbrellas.

In his address, Fr. TIMMERMANS said:
". . . I make a point of expressing our gratitude to you, Mr. President of the
Jewish community of Saverne, recalling how much our Congregation owes to the values
of the Jewish traditions that Libermann left us. His message is indeed that of the
Gospel, but is the Gospel not rooted in the God of the Covenant,
the one, holy God? It is the God of our fathers that he preached
all his life, exclaiming on his deathbed: 'God is all, man is nothing'.
His conviction that God guides all history, his trust in God's fidelity,
his attitude as an instrument in God's hands - are these not as
deeply Jewish as Christian? . . . A universal man, he tried all his
life to break down barriers. What emotion would be his today to
see representatives of all confessions gathered around his humble
person! What joy to know that the Jewish community in Save me
gave its approval to the inscription chosen by the Libermann Committee: 'The Lord sent me to bring his good news to the poor' . .. "

28 JULY: AT LIBERMANN'S TOMB AT RUE LHOMOND

"Two weeks ago we went on pilgrimage to Saverne
to make contact with our Venerable Father Libermann
at his birthplace . . . To see the environment in which
someone grew up is important in getting to know him ...
Here at Rue Lhomond, we are at the spot where his
life came to full flower, in fervour, charity and sacrifice ...
His tomb is here beside us, at the spot where he so
often prayed, in this chapel where generations of
Spiritans prayed in their turn and received their first
obedience . . .
I am certain that this meeting with
Libermann . . . will make us more resolved to put into
practice the orientations that we have worked so hard to formulate for the coming years . .. "
General's homily).

(From the Superior

In the bar,
on the last evening,
celebrating
Fr. Thielemeier's birthday.
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